Literature Notes

Tone Exercise

Directions:  Identify the tone of the speaker in the following quotes, and please give a one-sentence description as to why the tone fits the excerpt.

1. “I had been at my new home one week before Mr. Covey gave me a very severe whipping, cutting my back, causing the blood to run, and raising ridges on my flesh as large as my little finger.”

2. “One day when I was able to get up, I decided to look at myself in the mirror on the opposite wall.  I had not seen myself since the ghetto.  From the depths of the mirror, a corpse was contemplating me.  The look in his eyes as he gazed at me has never left me.”
3. “My long-crushed spirit rose, cowardice departed, bold defiance took its place; and I now resolved that, however long I might remain a slave in form, the day had passed forever when I could be a slave in fact.”

4. “Don’t talk to me about voting and politics.  I’m not interested.  All politicians are self-serving and corrupt.”

5. “I hope we can love Johnny more and more until we too die, and leave behind us, as he did, the love of love, the love of life.”

