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Theme

The theme of a story is its main idea, or the meaning behind it.  As you read the following mini-story, see if you can identify its theme.


Lori sat alone in her bedroom.  Only hours before she’d learned she’d been elected student body president.


In many ways she felt happy – happier than she had ever felt in her life.  At the same time, deep inside, she felt afraid and alone and confused.


During the many weeks of the campaign all she thought about was getting elected – and how happy that would make her.  But now that her dream had come true, all she could see were the enormous responsibilities that were suddenly on her shoulders.  There would be speeches to make, meetings to conduct, and a thousand other things to do.


Sitting down at her desk, Lori took out a piece of paper and tried to think of what she might say in her acceptance speech.  Maybe I should start by telling them I’m scared to death, she thought.  For an instant a half smile appeared on her face, then quickly disappeared as she picked up a pen and began to think seriously about what she would say at the assembly on Friday.

The theme of a story is very easy to confuse with its plot and its moral.  Study the following explanations.  They use the story above to help clarify the three.

PLOT (THE PATTERN OF EVENTS):  A girl has worked hard to be elected student body president.  Suddenly, just when she should feel happy, she is frightened by all the responsibilities she has taken on.  But then she settles down and starts to write her speech.

MORAL (RULE TO LIVE BY):  When you reach for success, you must be prepared to accept the responsibilities that go with it.

THEME STATEMENT (MAIN IDEA):  After reaching an important goal, a person might find that unexpected burdens are also involved.

Directions:  After reading the following story, identify its plot, moral, and theme.


It seemed that hours had passed since all the others had left, leaving Brandon alone with his mother for the first time in years.


Numbly, he looked down at the grave.


“How many times have I said I’d come to see you, Mother?” the man asked the ugly strip of newly turned earth.  “First, the company moved to Los Angeles, then to Chicago.  And for the last two years I’ve been in New York, rapidly moving up the great ladder of success.  How many times have I written to say I was planning to come to see you – and then never came because I was too busy?  And now it’s too late – too late to share even one moment of our lives together.  If only I had one last chance – just one.”


Slowly Brandon turned and walked toward his car.  Never before had he felt so empty, so ashamed, and so alone.
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