Major Assignments

Personal Poetry Anthology
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Objective:  In order to help you connect with and better appreciate the world of poetry and language, this assignment requires that you create a personal anthology. 

"Anthology" is a Greek word that originally referred to a person who gathered flowers.  In a literary context, it has come to mean a collection of stories, poems, or excerpts chosen by a specific compiler. 

In this case, you will be responsible for creating and organizing the contents of your anthology, as per the instructions elaborated below. Since you will personally create or select the materials that go into your anthology, it will be a unique reflection of your particular interests.  In addition to contributing to your anthology, you will also take on the role of publisher and editor, as you seek to present the contents of your anthology in a meaningful and visually appealing format. 

Your anthology must consist of a minimum of ten original unpublished poems written by you and focus on a single theme/subject/issue (for example, Love Poems, War Poems, Poems about Family, Poems about Social Injustice, etc.) 
In addition, you must:

· Create an original cover (collage, drawing, photograph, graphical image, etc)  You can bring in pictures of loved ones, magazines, drawings, etc. for the creation of your front page.
· Include a minimum of one quotation (and its author) that touches on your selected theme.
· Compose a 1 page (typed, double-spaced, any legible font) preface/commentary that specifically considers and discusses the cover, quotations, poems and their interrelationship (and your rationale for choosing/grouping them).  Think a sentence or two for each poem.
· Present your poems in a neat and visually appealing format – you can use any colors, fonts, and sizes you want if you prefer to type them!  However, all poems in your anthology do not have to be typed.  You can handwrite them, photocopy them, and put them in bubble letters, etc. for creative purposes.  It just has to be NEAT!
A rough outline for your anthology would go as follows: 

I. Cover
II. Table of Contents
III. Preface (Introduction) - 1 page
IV. Quotation (you may put the quotation on the cover)

V. Free Verse 1
VI. Free Verse 2
VII. Sonnet 1
VIII. Sonnet 2
IX. Rhyming Poem 1
X. Rhyming Poem 2
XI. Concrete Poem 1
XII. Concrete Poem 2
XIII. Any format 1*
XIV. Any format 2
Good Luck!

* You must get the last two poems’ formats approved by me!
