Literature Notes

Key Figurative Language, Creative Writing, & Poetry Terms to be Mastered
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1. Alliteration:  The repetition of initial sounds in adjacent syllables.

Ex:  

2. Allusion:  A reference made by an author that they assume you understand.  The reference can be direct or indirect to another work of literature, art work, famous person, or event.

Ex:  

3. Foreshadow:  Hints of what is to come in the story.

Ex:  

4. Imagery:  Descriptive language that specifically deals with one of the five senses:  sight, touch, taste, smell, hearing.  Imagery occurs in all forms of writing.

Ex:  

5. Irony:  A contrast or discrepancy between expectation and reality.  Irony has four major forms:

· Verbal Irony:  

· Situational Irony:  

· Dramatic Irony:  

6. Hyperbole:  A form of exaggeration.  The use of exaggerated terms for the purpose of emphasis or heightened effect.  

Ex:  
7. Idiom:  An expression whose meaning is not predictable from the usual meanings of its constituent elements.  In other words, idioms only make sense if you know key words.
Ex:  
8. Metaphor:  A figure of speech that makes a comparison between two seemingly unlike things to help the reader visualize the first thing more vividly and to suggest an underlying similarity between the two.

Ex:  
9. Mood:  The emotional component of setting

Ex: 

10. Onomatopoeia:  Words that sound like they are spelled.

Ex:  

11. Oxymoron:  A figure of speech with apparently contradicting words and meanings to highlight an ambiguous situation.

Ex:  

12.  Paradox:  A statement that apparently contradicts itself and yet might be true.
Ex: 
13. Personification:  When life is given to something that isn’t alive.

Ex:  

14. Pun:  A play on words

Ex:  
15. Simile:  A metaphor using like or as.

Ex:  
16. Symbolism:  The practice of representing things by symbols, or of investing things with a symbolic meaning or character.
Ex:  
17. Tone:  The author’s or main character’s attitude toward his/her subject, characters, or audience.  
Ex:  
