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Hooking Your Reader
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Hooking your Reader is a reference sheet that shows writers how to write effective hooks for their analytical essays.
Hook Type I:  The Question

For this type of hook, you ask your reader a question.
For example, if your analytical essay is about a boy that is on trial for killing his father, your hook could look something like this:  “Have you ever been accused of doing something you didn’t do?”
Hook Type II:  The Generalization

For this type of hook, you make a generalization about society that relates to your topic.  
For example, if your analytical essay is about a man wrongly accused of murder, your hook could look something like this:  “Sometimes, works of literature feature characters that are accused of a crime they didn’t commit.”
Hook Type III:  The Anecdote

For this type of hook, you write an anecdote, which is defined as a usually short narrative of an interesting, amusing, or biographical incident.
For example, if your analytical essay is about a main character’s struggles with authority, your hook could look something like this:  “When I was a freshman in high school, I was sent to the office for insubordination, however, I was not a bad kid; my teacher just wasn’t very fond of me.”

Hook Type IV:  The Famous Quote

For this type of hook, you can use a quote by a famous author, singer, actor, etc.
For example, if your analytical essay is about a character overcoming some type of obstacle, your hook could look something like this:  Helen Keller once said, “Although the world is full of suffering, it is also full of overcoming it.”
* NOTE:  If you decide to use the famous quote as your hook, just remember, it must pertain to your overall topic. *

Hook Type V:  The Definition

For this type of hook, you define a word or phrase that directly ties into the prompt or question pertaining to your analytical essay

For example, if your analytical essay focuses on using sensory detail, your hook could look something like this:  Imagery, or sensory details, is defined as descriptive language that specifically deals with one of the five senses:  sight, touch, taste, smell, hearing.  Imagery occurs in all forms of writing.
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