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Connotation & Denotation

Denotation:  Literal or dictionary definition of a word

Connotation:  Associations, either positive or negative, that a word carries

Directions:  Find the connotative words or phrases in the sentences below, underline them, and explain their denotation and connotations in complete sentences.  The first one is done for you.

1. They sat around the table swilling beer.


Swilling means to drink, but in this sentence swilling implies that they are getting 
drunk.

2. The student, a motor mouth, never gets off the phone.

3. Student to teacher, “I hope I get an “A” on this paper.  I worked my fingers to the bone on it.

4. When I’m not ready, the round, smooth notes pummel my heart and leave me breathless.

5. I cried rivers of water when my grandfather died.

6. I kept a padlock on my most sensitive memories.

7. Her face is bright and her eyes smile when she glances at me.

8. The fall sky was aflame with a riot of colors.

9. The air is heavy and thick with moisture and the scent of pines.


