Reading Journal

Name:








 Date:




The Godfather Comprehension Questions

Directions:  For each of the following statements and questions, select the option containing the most complete or most accurate answer using multiple-choice strategies.  Each one is worth 4 points.

1. On the day of his meeting with Sollozzo and McCluskey, Michael receives a crash course from Clemenza in how to

a. negotiate a deal.

b. commit murder.

c. speak Sicilian.

d. wire explosives.

2. Clemenza wants Michael to wear a hat because “it gives witnesses an excuse to change their identification when we make them see the light.”  This statement implies that

a. most witnesses cannot make a positive identification of a suspect.

b. a hat obscures a criminal’s face and makes positive identification difficult.

c. the Family uses force and threats to scare off troublesome witnesses.

d. witnesses sometimes change their identification when they see the suspect without a hat.

3. The plan to kill Sollozzo and McCluskey hinges upon one key piece of information, and that is

a. what kind of guarantees Sollozzo will offer for the Don’s safety.

b. what role the Corleones will be offered in Sollozzo’s new business.

c. who will be driving the car carrying Sollozzo and McCluskey.

d. where Sollozzo will take Mike for the meeting.

4. Michael says that the hardest part of knocking off Sollozzo and McCluskey is

a. making up your mind to do it.

b. catching them off guard.

c. pulling the trigger.

d. living with yourself afterwards.

5. Which of the following best defines leery as used in, “He must be leery as hell even with that police captain for his shadow”?

a. Cool and fearless

b. Nervous and suspicious

c. Reckless and defiant

d. Lax and careful

6. The fact that Captain McCluskey of the New York Police was accompanying Sollozzo to this meeting leads the reader to conclude that

a. the New York Police approve of Sollozzo and his business.

b. Sollozzo and McCluskey are close friends.

c. McCluskey is an undercover agent for the police.

d. McCluskey is a crooked cop who is “on the take.”

7. The business practices of the Corleones and the other Families are 

a. just barely within the law.

b. like those of other corporations.

c. often violent and lawless.

d. like those of the average family.

8. Michael views his involvement in this whole affair with 

a. reluctance.

b. a sense of duty.

c. apprehension.

d. a feeling of terror.

9. When Sonny asks Michael, “Did Clemenza tell you to be sure to drop the gun?” Michael answers, “A million times.”  Michael’s reply is a figure of speech called 

a. meiosis (understatement).

b. alliteration (first sounds are alike).

c. simile (a direct comparison).

d. hyperbole (exaggeration).

10. Tom Hagen notices an uncanny resemblance between 

a. Michael and his father.

b. Michael and his brother.

c. Michael and Clemenza.

d. Sonny and Clemenza.

11. Tom Hagen is the Consigliore, or lawyer, for the Corleone family.  His duties seem to consist of

a. planning murders and disposing of the victims.

b. advising the Corleones and making complex arrangements.

c. doing the Family’s dirty work.

d. answering the telephone and running errands.

12. Tom Hagen is different from Michael, Sonny, Clemenza, and Tessio in one important respect:

a. he is much younger than any of them.

b. he refuses to take part in murder.

c. he is Irish, not Italian.

d. he is not a trusted member of the Family.

13. In a speech to Tom Hagen, Michael singles out one factor which he claims is responsible for the Godfather’s success, and that is

a. he takes everything personally.

b. he kills only when he has to.

c. he never betrays his friends.

d. luck is on his side.

14. Michael’s attitude toward his father is

a. hostile and rebellious.

b. obedient, but resentful.

c. loving, but disapproving.

d. grateful and affectionate.

15. Which of the following best defines irrevocable as used in, “For if he believed what he said, then his life was set on an irrevocable course”?

a. Unbearable

b. Unprofitable

c. Unalterable

d. Unexciting

16. Michael’s meeting with Sollozzo and McCluskey takes place

a. on a crowded street.

b. in a restaurant.

c. in an automobile.

d. in a deserted alley.

17. Don Corleone refused to join Sollozzo in his new line of business because

a. he does not approve of it.

b. he does not believe it will be profitable.

c. he does not like Sollozzo.

d. he wants the new business all to himself.

18. Sollozzo seems to greet Michael’s request to go to the bathroom with

a. annoyance.

b. impatience.

c. ridicule.

d. suspicion.

19. In the moments before Michael pulls the trigger, Sollozzo’s voice sounds like gibberish to Michael.  “His mind was so filled with pounding blood that no word registered.”  In this scene, the author builds an atmosphere of 

a. trust.

b. tension.

c. hope.

d. hostility.

20. As Michael turns to leave the restaurant, the other people there 

a. try to stop him from escaping.

b. pull a gun on him.

c. make no attempt to stop him.

d. scream and run away in terror.

21. Michael’s conduct and performance throughout this episode demonstrate that he is

a. competent.

b. cruel.

c. indifferent.

d. experienced.

22. In this chapter Michael undergoes a transformation from

a. hero to coward.

b. loyal friend to traitor.

c. obedient son to hired killer.

d. law-abiding citizen to outlaw.

23. From his cabin in the freighter bound for Sicily, Michael “could see the lights of New York City burning like the fires of hell.”  This figure of speech is called 

a. meiosis (understatement).

b. alliteration (first founds alike).

c. simile (a direct comparison).

d. personification (giving non-living things life). 

24. Michael’s mood on board the Italian freighter as it steams out of New York harbor is one of enormous

a. guilt.

b. relief.

c. remorse.

d. satisfaction.

25. The fact that Captain McCluskey’s murder resulted in a crackdown on gambling and prostitution implies that

a. Captain McCluskey had been a beloved member of the force.

b. the police had not been aware of the Families’ activities up till now.

c. unlawful business activities were being overlooked by police before this.

d. there was probably a public outcry against social evils.  
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