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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL INCIDENT RUBRIC
“I want to say before I go on that I have never previously told anyone my sordid past in detail.  I haven’t done it now to sound as though I might be proud of how bad, how evil, I was.  But people are always speculating - why am I as I am?  To understand that of any person, his whole life, from birth, must be reviewed.  All of our experiences fuse into our personality.  Everything that ever happened to us is an ingredient.”








The Autobiography of Malcolm X

The autobiographical incident is a well-told story about a specific occurrence in a writer’s life.  It uses vivid sensory details to engage the reader in the event.  It also includes some kind of revelation, implied, or stated, about the event’s significance to the writer.  The author’s voice is natural and honest, allowing the reader to experience and share the feelings of the author during the event.  When writing an autobiographical incident, an author must be selective.  For example, Richard Wright chose to focus on incidents that illustrated his development as a writer and intellectual, his tense relationships with his extended family, his extreme poverty, etc.    

Final Draft Grading Criteria:

· 
/ 20  Your autobiographical incident focuses on a single incident & is clearly 
 
         organized.
· 
/ 20  There are at least four examples of figurative language and your 
         autobiographical incident focuses on one major theme.  Your figurative     

         language examples are highlighted, in bold, or underlined.
· 
/ 5   You should come to a revelation a la Malcolm X.

· 
/ 10  Your autobiographical incident is typed and utilizes 12 point font
· 
/ 5   Your autobiographical incident has a title.

· 
/ 20  Mechanics are under control.
· 
/ 20  You have some kind of self portrait.


/100


Teacher Comments:
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