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Testimony:  A Lesson in Creating Poetry

Overview:  Analysis requires us to break something up into its basic parts; when we analyze a passage from a book, we look at the nature and function of every word or sentence within that passage to find meaning.  For this assignment, you will be given a testimony from someone who experienced the Holocaust in some way and write a poem taking key words out of their story.

Procedure:  You will complete the following tasks to help you better analyze your given passage:

· Actively read the testimony provided to you, highlighting specific words and/or phrases that are powerful or stand out to you.  Be sure to think about which phrases or words will gain impact by standing by themselves

· Take the words you have highlighted to re-shape them into a poem

· Add a title of your own

· Be sure to use keys words to start or end lines.

· Write a 10-sentence reflection where you summarize the testimony in your own words, tell me why you shaped the poem the way you did, and what you thought of the assignment overall.

In the End…What you will notice is that the shock and heartbreak are present in both the written passage as well as the poem, but the second format somehow brings out the emotions more powerfully.

Testimony:  A Lesson in Creating Poetry Grading Rubric

	Active Reading
	You have highlighted, circled, or underlined the words you planned to use in your poem.


	        /20

	Title
	Your title is original.


	        /10

	Poem
	Your poem uses words from the testimony only (with exception to the title) and is at least 10-20 lines long.


	        /50

	Reflection
	Reflection is 10 sentences, free of spelling/grammar/sentence structure errors, and answers the prompt in its entirety.


	        /20












    =          /100
Teacher Comments:
