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A sonnet is a poem that is always fourteen lines and is often about romantic love.  Specifically, Shakespearean sonnets follow a particular pattern of rhythm and rhyme.  As you read William Shakespeare’s “Sonnet 25”, keep this in mind.




Sonnet 25
Let those who are in favour with their stars, 
Of public honour and proud titles boast, 
Whilst I, whom fortune of such triumph bars, 
Unlook'd for joy in that I honour most. 
Great princes' favourites their fair leaves spread 
But as the marigold at the sun's eye; 
And in themselves their pride lies buried,
For at a frown they in their glory die. 
The painful warrior famoused for fight, 
After a thousand victories once foiled,
Is from the book of honour razed quite, 
And all the rest forgot for which he toiled:

Then happy I, that love and am beloved 

Where I may not remove nor be removed.
Open Response Question:  In what respect does the poet believe he deviates from those who are referred to in William Shakespeare’s Sonnet XXV?  Use relevant and specific textual evidence to back up your claims.  

