
Topic Guide for Shakespeare Research Project

The Shakespeare Authorship Controversy
· Explain the controversy

· Present the primary contenders

· What is the evidence for authors other than Shakespeare

· What do the “experts” say?

· Did Shakespeare exist?

Queen Elizabeth – The Historical Context

· Queen Elizabeth birth date & birthplace/death
· Background about her life/family

· Information about the “The Golden Age”

· Notable Events during this time

Shakespeare:  The Man

· Birth date/Death

· Birthplace

· Family

· Stratford

· Jobs

· Significant Works

Everyday Life in Elizabethan London

· Clothing

· Customs

· Entertainment

· Food

Drama in Elizabethan London & the surrounding areas

· The Globe Theater
· The surrounding areas

· Plays that were shown there

· The structure of the theater
· What kinds of people would attend the plays & where they would sit

· The actors or “players” & women – “The Boy Players”

· Plagues and disruption of plays

The Tragedies:  Julius Caesar, Othello, Romeo & Juliet
· Play Summary

· Main Characters

· When it was written

· Setting

· Notable Quotes & Explanations

· Film Adaptations (Modern and true to the play)

The Language of Shakespeare

· History of the Elizabethan/Shakespearean language

· What was Shakespeare’s contribution to modern English?
· Explain how Elizabethan English evolved.

· Say What?!  How does Elizabethan English sound? Clips from film(s) that employ or use the Shakespearean language

· How is the language of Shakespeare similar to ours?  How is it different?

· Ways to tackle Shakespearean language

Shakespeare & The Modern Day Film - 10 Things I Hate About You/She’s the Man/O
· Choose one film that is a modern adaptation of a Shakespeare play

· Characters/Actors & Actresses who played them

· When the film was written & released

· Director/Notable quotes from the film

· Information about the play on which the film was based
· Critic review(s)/trailer or clip from the film
