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Directions:  Please answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper in complete sentences.  Note:  If you do not answer every question for each number, you will not receive any credit for that question.
1. Track how the mood shifts throughout the book by writing down at least six quotes, two from the beginning of the memoir, two from the middle, and two from the end.  Instead of explicating the quotes you find, attach a mood to each one. (7.5)

2. Describe in detail the characters of Eliezer and Moishe the Beadle.  What is the nature of their relationship? (2.5)
3. Consider Eliezer’s feelings for his family, especially his father.  What about his father’s character or place in the Jewish community of Sighet commands Eliezer’s respect or admiration?  (2.5)
4. Early in the narrative, Moishe tells Eliezer, “Man asks and God replies.  But we don’t understand His replies.  We cannot understand them” (Wiesel 5).  Is this a paradox
?  How does Eliezer react to this seemingly unfair assertion?  (5)
5. “And then, one day all foreign Jews were expelled from Sighet,” writes Wiesel, quite bluntly.  “And Moishe the Beadle was a foreigner” (Wiesel 6).  Why do you suppose this shocking information is delivered so matter-of-factly?  What is the point of Wiesel’s abruptness?  Also, consider the manner in which Moishe is treated by the Jews of Sighet after he has escaped the Gestapo’s capture.  Are the people happy to see him?  Is he himself even happy to be alive?  Explain why Moishe has returned to the village.  Why don’t the Jewish townspeople believe the horrible news he brings back to them?  (12.5)
6. List (in bullet form) how the Nazis’ program of persecution against the Jewish people of Sighet was carried out in gradual steps (p. 9).  How do you think the Jews felt as the persecution escalated?  Why do you think they followed the Germans’ rules?  Should they have stood up?  Would you have reacted differently?  Why?  (12.5)
7. Time and again, the people of Sighet doubt the advance of the German army.  Why?  When the Germans do arrive, and even once they have moved all the Jews into ghettos, the Jewish townspeople still seem to ignore or suppress their fear.  “Most people thought that we would remain in the ghetto until the end of the war, until the arrival of the Red Army.  Afterward everything would be as before” (Wiesel 12).  What might be the reasons for the townspeople’s widespread denial of the evidence facing them?  (5)
8. There are a few instances where we learn of Eliezer and his family missing out on opportunities to escape from the Germans (pp. 9, 14, and 82).  How did these missed chances influence your reading of this memoir?  And how do these unfortunate events fit into your understanding of the Jewish experience of the Holocaust as a whole?  (5)
9. Cassandra was a figure in Greek mythology who received the gift of prophecy with the simultaneous curse that no one would ever believe her.  Compare Cassandra to Mrs. Schachter.  Are there other Cassandras in Night?  Who are they?  (5)
10. Not long after arriving at Birkenau, Eliezer and his father experience the horrors of the crematory firsthand – and are nearly killed themselves.  “Babies!” Wiesel writes.  “Yes, I did see this, with my own eyes…children thrown into the flames” (Wiesel 32).  Look back on Eliezer’s physical, mental, and emotional reactions to this hellish and inexplicable experience.  How does the story of Night change at this point?  How does Wiesel himself change?  Think Mood  (5)
11. On page 65, Eliezer witnesses one of the several public hangings he sees in Buna.  “For God’s sake, where is God?” asks a prisoner who also sees the hanging.  “Where is He?” answers Eliezer, though talking only to himself.  “This is where—hanging here from this gallows…”  What does he mean by this?  How could God have been hanged?  Discuss the relationship that Wiesel has with God throughout Night.  (5)
12. As the story progresses, we witness scenes in which the Jews have been reduced to acting—and even treating their fellow prisoners—like rabid animals.  During an air raid over Buna (see p. 59), a starved man risks being shot by crawling to a cauldron of soup that stands in the middle of the camp, only to thrust his face into the boiling liquid once he has arrived there safely.  Where else do we see examples of human beings committing such insane acts?  What do you think leads people to such horrific behavior?  Is it fair to say that such beastliness in the death camps is inevitable?  Do Eliezer and his father fall prey to such tragedies?  (10)
13. In the concluding pages of Night, Eliezer’s father is dying a slow, painful death in Buchenwald.  But Eliezer is there to comfort him, or at least to try.  Does Eliezer see his father as a burden by this point, or does he feel only pity and sorrow for him?  Compare and contrast the father-son relationship you see at the end of this memoir with the one you saw at the beginning.  (5)
14. Look again at the opening pages of Night.  When it begins, twelve-year-old Eliezer lives in the Transylvanian village of Sighet with his parents and sisters.  How does being introduced to such people alter his understanding of the fact that six million Jews were exterminated in the Holocaust?  How is this sickening truth achieved through Night’s dual purposes of memoir and history?  In what ways does Wiesel relate not only his own nightmarish memory of the Holocaust but also humanity’s? (7.5)
15. At once unthinkable and unforgettable, the autobiographical Night offers an eyewitness account of the utmost importance, but it is essentially one young man’s story.  What had you read, heard, or otherwise learned about the Holocaust before reading Night?  How did Wiesel’s remembrance agree with or differ from what you already knew about the history of the event?  (5)
16. Elie Wiesel has written in The New York Times (June 19, 2000) about the difficulties he faced in finding the right words for the painful story he wanted to tell—and had to tell—in Night.  “I knew I had to testify about my past but I did not know how to go about it,” he wrote, adding that his religious mentors, his favorite authors, and the Talmudic
 sages of his youth were surprisingly little help.  “I felt incapable and perhaps unworthy of fulfilling my task as survivor and messenger.  I had things to say but not the words to say them…Words seemed weak and pale…And yet it was necessary to continue.”  Wiesel did continue, and although Night was originally rejected by every major publishing house in France and the United States, eventually it was published to universal acclaim.  Does the author succeed in his self-described goals as a “survivor and messenger” who must “testify” to his readers?  (2.5)
� A statement or proposition that seems self-contradictory or absurd but in reality expresses a possible truth.


� The collection of ancient Rabbinic writings consisting of the Mishnah and the Gemara, constituting the basis of religious authority in Orthodox Judaism.





