Literature Notes

Strategies for Answering Multiple Choice Questions
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With multiple-choice questions, certain strategies distinguish good test takers from poor test takers.  While you do need to know content included on the test or in a reading in order to do well, knowing some of these proven strategies can help you get an even better score.

1. Different types of Questions:

· Questions that require prior knowledge, e.g. poetic devices, literary devices, parts of speech (You can prepare for this by studying figurative language terms and literary devices).
· Questions where no prior knowledge is required, e.g. main idea, supporting detail, inference (and sometimes vocabulary in context).
2. General Strategies for Multiple-Choice Test Questions:

· Read the question carefully and answer each question in your head prior to looking at the possible answers.  Be sure to pay attention to the key words of the questions.
· Rephrase the question.  Be sure to do this in your own words before attempting to choose an answer.
· Eliminate incorrect answers.  Be sure to do this first as there are always options that are absurd, silly, or obviously incorrect.
Process of Elimination

· Answer might be too easy or too obvious

· Words used in an answer might be a different part of speech

· Words in an answer might have multiple definitions – the easier or more common definition is usually not correct

· Watch for words like always, never, except as the right answer usually does not include absolute qualifiers.  In other words, be careful selecting answers that indicate extremes
· Look for key words in questions or examples that might provide an answer.
Select the best answer

· There is no penalty for guessing; make your best guess; do not leave answer blank

· Use prior knowledge:  words you know, prefix, suffix, roots, and foreign languages (especially for vocabulary in context)

· There can be two “right” answers; look at the diction

· If a question has you stumped or seems especially difficult, skip it and come back to it later after you have finished the easier questions.
· If you can eliminate at least two answers and still aren’t sure, take a guess.  Then, go with the answer that seems right to you.

· Go back to the most difficult questions after you’ve answered all the others.  If you still cannot eliminate any answers at this point, GUESS.  Do not leave any answers blank.
