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Determining Mood

Mood is the emotional component of setting.  The reader infers mood from a variety of clues.  The reader needs to be sensitive to many things, including:

A. Physical description of a scene (objects, weather, time of day, lighting)

B. What the characters say (or don’t say)

C. How the characters seem to feel (as they interact with each other or move through a scene)

Below is a list of words, very loosely divided into positive and negative depending on the context.  When you determine the mood of a piece, make sure you can support your thinking with evidence from the text.

POSITIVE

	Amiable
	Friendly and agreeable

	Bewitching
	Completely captivating; entrancingly fascinating; charming and enchanting

	Bustling
	Full of energetic and noisy activity

	Calm
	Undisturbed by passion or emotion; not agitated or excited; tranquil; quiet

	Carefree
	Free of trouble, worry, and care

	Ceremonious
	Strictly observant of ceremony, ritual, or etiquette; rigidly formal or bound by convention

	Cheerful
	Happy; joyful; lively

	Comfortable
	Feelings of ease or security; free from stress; having or affording peace of mind

	Cozy
	Comfortable, and warm; marked by friendly intimacy

	Enchanting
	Having a power of enchantment; charming; fascinating; highly attractive and delightful; enrapturing

	Exciting
	Calling or rousing into action; creating or arousing excitement

	Exotic
	Intriguingly unusual or different; excitingly strange

	Exultant
	Joyful and proud, especially because of triumph or success

	Genial
	Diffusing warmth and friendliness

	Harmonious
	Exhibiting accord in feeling or action; suitable and fitting; peaceful and friendly

	Joyous
	Full of suggesting exultant happiness; glad; merry; joyful

	Jubilant
	Exulting joyful

	Optimistic
	Expecting the best; favorable

	Peaceful
	Undisturbed by strife, turmoil, or disagreement; tranquil, mild, calm

	Rational
	Reasonable; having its source in or being guided by the intellect

	Riotous
	Unrestrained by convention or morality; uproarious; boisterous

	Romantic
	Displaying, expressive of, or conducive to love

	Settled
	Established or decided beyond dispute or doubt; not changeable

	Solemn
	Fitted to awaken or express serious reflections; marked by seriousness; grave; deeply earnest

	Thrilling
	Causing a thrill or a surge of emption or tremulous excitement; deeply moving

	Tranquil
	Characterized by absence of emotional agitation; calm; peaceful

	Vibrant
	Vigorous, lively, and vital

	Warm
	Marked by or revealing friendliness or sincerity; cordial; friend and responsive


NEGATIVE

	Bleak
	Offering little or no hope; gloomy and somber

	Chaotic
	Completely unordered and unpredictable and confusing

	Claustrophobic
	Uncomfortably closed or hemmed in

	Cold
	Not affectionate or friendly; aloof; lacking emotions; objective

	Confining
	Restricting the scope or freedom of action; contraining

	Contentious
	Provoking dispute or contention; quarrelsome

	Depressing
	Causing or suggestive of sorrow or gloom

	Discordant
	Disagreeing; incongruous; being at variance; clashing; opposing; not harmonious

	Distant
	Aloof or chilly; reserved or repelling in manners; not comfortable

	Dreary
	Dismal; bleak

	Eerie
	Inspiring inexplicable fear, strange and frightening; mysterious

	Formal
	Stiffly ceremonious

	Fragility
	Easily broken, shattered, or damaged

	Frenetic
	Wildly excited or active; frantic; frenzied

	Frightening
	Arousing fear

	Funereal
	Suggestive of a funeral; mournful

	Gloomy
	Dismal and dreary; marked by hopelessness; very pessimistic

	Grim
	Harshly uninviting or formidable in manner or appearance

	Irrational
	Not according to reason; absurd; foolish

	Isolation
	The complete separation from others

	Mysterious
	Difficult or impossible to understand; obscure not revealed or explained

	Ominous
	Threatening or foreshadowing evil or tragic developments

	Oppressive
	Weighing heavily on the senses or spirit

	Pessimistic
	Negative, unfavorable and gloomiest possible view

	Pompous
	Puffed up with vanity; ostentatious; pretentious

	Serious
	Grave; solemn; not light or volatile

	Somber
	Melancholy; sad; grave; depressing

	Tense
	In a state of mental or nervous tension

	Threatening
	Menacing; alarming, as with the promise of something evil or disagreeable

	Unsettled
	Lacking order or stability; disturbed


