Reading Journal

“A Raisin in the Sun”
Lorraine Hansberry

Study Guide

While reading the play, pay close attention to the following elements.  Rather than have a reading log to fill out every time you read, you will be responsible for turning in your notes at the end of the play.  Your notes will be worth a Project grade.  Please be sure to make adequate comments and write neatly!  You may also type your notes for extra credit.
Dreams:  Every member of the Younger family has a dream.  While reading, track each of their dreams.  In your notes, state what each person’s dream is, what they are doing to achieve their dream, and eventually what happens to their dream.

Racial discrimination:  In your notes, track situations containing racial discrimination and how the Younger family deals with these situations.

Family:  In your notes, track how the Youngers deal with each other.  Are they important to each other or do you think they would be better off without each other, etc?
The Younger home:  In your notes, track what it’s like to live in the Younger home.  The entire play takes place in the apartment.  What do you think Lorraine Hansberry’s purpose was for setting the entire play in there?  What is the home like?  

Lighting:  In your notes, track how the lighting influences each scene.  Notice that the lighting seems to affect the mood.

“Eat your eggs”:  In your notes, track how Ruth always tells Walter to do this.  Why is she always telling Walter to eat his eggs?

Mama’s plant:  In your notes, track the symbolic
 nature of the plant.  What could it represent?

Beneatha’s hair:  In your notes, track the change of Beneatha’s hair.  What is the social statement being made?
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� Symbol:  Something used for or regarded as representing something else





