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12 Angry Men During-Reading Questions
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Directions:  Please answer the following questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper.  
Act One

1. As the play begins, what are the judge’s specific instructions to the jurors? 
2. How might the jury itself, the time of day, and the weather affect the jurors?
3. Before the first vote is taken, what do you learn about the nature of the crime and the defendant? 
4. (a) What is the result of the first vote? (b) What reasons does EIGHT give to account for his vote?  (c) How do the jurors react to EIGHT’s statements? 
5. In order to convince EIGHT of the defendant’s guilt, the jurors decide to discuss the facts of the case.  (a) How does TWO interpret the facts?  (b) What is the testimony cited by THREE?  (c) What is the testimony cited by TEN and by SIX, and how does EIGHT counter their statements? 
6. (a) What comments do SEVEN, THREE, and FOUR make about the defendant?  (b) Do their comments pertain to the facts of the case?  Explain.  (c) Why does FIVE react as he does? 
7. (a) How does EIGHT describe his reaction to the trial?  (b) How does THREE react to EIGHT’s comments? 
8. (a) Why is the switch-knife an important exhibit in evidence?  (b) What was the defendant’s testimony about the switch-knife?  (c) How do FOUR and EIGHT differ in their interpretation of this testimony? 
9. (a) What is the dramatic climax of Act One?  (b) How do the jurors react to this incident, and what does EIGHT prove by this action? 
10. What proposition does EIGHT make to his fellow jurors? 
11. If you were one of the jurors, how would you vote on the second ballot, and on what grounds would you base your decision?
Act Two

1. How does the result of the second vote create a conflict between juror THREE and jurors FIVE, ELEVEN, and NINE? 

2. What is the connection between the noise of the el-train and the old man’s testimony? 

3. Reread the comments NINE makes about the old man on page 9, column 1.  Are NINE’s comments based on fact or do they reflect his personal feelings?  Explain your answer. 

4. TEN comments the defendant “don’t even speak good English.”  (a) What is the significance of this comment?  (b) How does the comment affect ELEVEN?  FIVE?  

5. What is the purpose of EIGHT’s timed experiment? 

6. Twice during Act Two, THREE weakens the stand he has taken against the defendant.  Look back at THREE’s intemperate
 remarks and how they contradict points of view he had established.  Why does Act Two end with THREE’s second contradiction? 

Act Three

1. In the beginning of Act Three the jurors vote for the third time.  What is the result of the third vote? 

2. FIVE provides information that discounts an important piece of testimony.  (a) What information does FIVE provide?  (b) Is he qualified to speak as an expert?  Why or why not?  

3. (a) In what way is SEVEN’s willingness to change his vote consistent with his earlier behavior?  (b) Why does ELEVEN question SEVEN so closely? 

4. What is the result of the fourth vote? 

5. How do the other jurors react to TEN’s statements of his true feelings? 

6. (a) Why does FOUR feel that he still cannot vote for acquittal?  (b) What significant observation does SIX make at this point? 

7. As the play draws to its close, THREE stands alone in his conviction that the boy is guilty.  Then, he changes his vote.  What does THREE reveal about himself in changing his vote? 

8. Did the jury prove that the defendant was not guilty?  Cite three passages that will support your answer. 

� Intemperate lack of moderation





