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A Raisin in the Sun

Thinking About Act III Questions

Directions:  Please answer the following questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of white lined paper.
1. What is your attitude toward Walter at the end of the play?  Describe your feelings.
2. In your opinion, why does Walter change his mind about accepting Lindner’s offer?  Support your answer.

3. Judging from her play, what do you think Hansberry would see as true and false definitions of manhood?

Think About

· Walter’s reference to Lindner as The Man (page 378)
· Walter’s assertion, “I tell you I am a man – and I think my wife should wear some pearls in this world” (page 380)

· Beneatha’s comment about Walter, “That is not a man” (page 380), and her later comment to Lindner, “That’s what the man said” (page 382)

· Mama’s statement “He finally come into his manhood today” (page 383)

4. After reading this play, what thoughts or ideas about dreams do you come away with?

Think About

· Beneatha’s attack on Asagai’s idealism and Asagai’s response (page 375)

· Your reactions to Mama and Walter when they decide to “see life like it is” (pages 377 and 379)

· The status of each character’s dream at the end of the play
5. Do you believe that the play has a happy ending?  Explain your answer.

Think About

· What has and has not changed for the family
· The emotional state of the family upon leaving the apartment

· The reception they are likely to get from their new neighbors

6. What do you think happened to the Younger family once they officially made their move to Clybourne Park?

7. If Walter had accepted Lindner’s money, how would that decision have affected him and the family?

8. What does Mama’s plant symbolize to you?  Explain your answer.

9. An epigraph is a quotation that appears at the beginning of a book or play; it often suggests the theme of the work.  Reread the poem by Langston Hughes on page 320.  How well do you think it works as an epigraph for this play?

10. Critic Anne Cheney writes:  “Raisin at first seems a plea for racial tolerance or a fable of man’s overcoming an insensitive society, but the simple eloquence of the characters elevates the play into a universal representation of all people’s hopes, fear, and dreams.”  How would you relate this play to your own hopes, fears, or dreams?
