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A Raisin in the Sun

Thinking About Act II Questions

Directions:  Please answer the following questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of white lined paper.
1. How do you feel about what Walter has done with the money?

2. In your view, which family member has been hurt the most by Willy’s theft of the money?


Think About
· Walter’s dreams of how his family’s life will be in seven years

· Walter’s pleas to the absent Willy

· Mama’s actions and words when she learns that the money is gone

· Ruth’s hopes for her husband and for the future

· Beneatha’s dreams and how they may be affected

· Travis’ future

3. How would you judge the decisions Mama makes in Act II?


Think About

· The immediate consequences of her buying the house in Clybourne Park and possible consequences in the future

· The consequences of her giving the remainder of the money to Walter

· The reasons she makes both decisions

4. How do you account for the changes in the relationships between the family members that are seen in Act II?  Give at least one example to support your answer.

5. Predict what will happen to the family members and their dreams now that the money is gone.

6. If Mama had not given the money to Walter, what do you think would have happened?

7. In your opinion, do the references to Africa strengthen or weaken the play?


Think About

· What Africa represents to Beneatha, Walter, George, and Asagai

· How events in Africa relate to struggles of the Younger family

· How your interest in the play was affected by these references
8. Consider the character of Mr. Lindner.  How widespread do you think his attitude is today?  Please explain your answer.

