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A Raisin in the Sun

Thinking About Act I Questions

Directions:  Please answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1. What are your thoughts about the situation the Younger family is in?

2. What thoughts do you have on the dreams deferred or threatened in this play?



Think About
· Walter’s response to Ruth when she tells him to eat his eggs

· When Mama reminiscences about Big Walter and about the day he and she moved into the apartment

· Beneatha’s career plans and how others react to them

3. In your opinion, which character has the most worthwhile dream?  Explain.

4. What do you think is the main source of conflict in this family?



Think About

· Walter’s comments to Ruth about what men need from women

· The reasons Walter and Beneatha argue

· Mama and Ruth’s discussion about Travis’ breakfast

· The reason Mama slaps Beneatha and the statement she makes her repeat

· Mama’s response to Walter’s assertion that money is life

5. What do you predict will happen now that Mama has the insurance check?

6. What might the situation be like if Big Walter (Mama’s husband) were still alive?

7. How would the impact of this play have been different if Hansberry had not provided elaborate stage directions?



Think About
· The description of Ruth at the beginning of Scene I

· The description of Mama

· The stage directions describing Ruth as she irons

· The stage directions as Walter and Beneatha fight

8. The playwright, Lorraine Hansberry, was angered by false, stereotypical portrayals of African Americans in literature.  How true to life do you find her characters?  Support your response.

